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Presidential Musings

Welcome back! | hope everybody had a
relaxing and fun summer. RASD is set to take
off this fall with some exciting events that you
just can’t miss!

Our annual dinner is coming up soon at
the Three Village Inn in Stony Brook on
Thursday September 2Trom 6-9 pm. We are
very pleased to have Margaret George as our
guest speaker. She is the authorHsdlen of
Troy, The Memoirs of Cleopatra and Mary
Queen of ScotlandThis will be an exciting
event! Come out to meet your friends, listen to
our guest speaker, and maybe win some prizes!
Many thanks go to Juliana Podd for putting
together, what is sure to be a great evening.

On Thursday, October $4RASD will
be having its annual breakfast at SCLS. Sit down
to a delicious breakfast at 9:00 am, followed by
the Health Concerns Committee’s workshop on
depression. The speakers will be Colleen Merlo,
Executive Director of the Mental Health
Association in Suffolk County and Alison Byers
from the Family Counseling Service in
Westhampton Beach. Many thanks to Rona
Dressler, and the Health Concerns Committee
for putting together this informative breakfast.

Electronic Resources will be meeting at
Huntington Library on Tuesday, Octobef &t
9:30 am with their fall program called:
“Marketing Electronic Resources: Get them to
use what they pay for.” The guest speaker will

be Professor Kay Ann Cassell from Rutgers
University. For more information you can
contact Gary Lutz at glutz@suffolk.lib.ny.us.

The Long Island History Committee will
be meeting at Babylon Public Library on
Thursday, October®at 9:30 am. Please contact
Cynthia Sciacca or Cathy Ball if you have a
particular topic of interest you would like to
discuss.

Readers Advisory will be discussing the
topic “People and their Pets” at Northport
Library on Thursday, September"2at 9:30 am.

Multicultural Services will be having a
Reference Workshop at SCLS on Wednesday
September 26 at 9:30 am. The topic will be
“How to Run a Conversation Group in your
Library.”

The Media Committee will be meeting
at Port Jefferson Library on Friday, September
14™ at 9:30 am. The topic for discussion will be
“Downloadable Audio and Video.”

The RASD Executive Board will be
meeting at Harborfields Library on Tuesday,
September 1M Coffee at 9:30 am, meeting
begins at 10:00 am.

Finally, I would like to take a moment to
thank all the committee members for making my
job as President so far a pleasant one. It has been
a pleasure working with you and meeting some
wonderful people. | look forward to continuing



working with committee members to make
RASD finish as strong as ever in 2007.

LONG ISLAND READS
2007

“An Afternoon with
James McBride”
Standing Room Only!

by Deborah Clark Cunningham,
Harborfields Public Library
Suffolk  Co-Chair, Long Island
Committee

Sunday, April 29 was a perfect, sunny
day. It was an even better day for over 300
lucky readers on Long Island who were able to
attend “An Afternoon with James McBride”.

Author, journalist, saxophonist, and
composer James McBride, author‘“dhe Color
of Water-A Black Man’'slribute to His White
Mother’, spoke to a packed house at the
Farmingdale Public Library.

For over an hour, and with humor and
charm, Mr. McBride shared the tales of a jazz
musician on the road, brought us up-to-date on
his now 86-year-old mother (“Mommy”) and his
eleven siblings, discussed politics, authors,
current events, the process and publishing of this
book, and what's new in his life today. We were
told that he has recently scored the music for a
movie directed by Academy-Award winner
Jonathan Demme, travels and plays with his jazz
band, is writing, and his noveMiracle at St.
Annd is to be made into a film.

“The Color of Watet was written by
James McBride while traveling and working as a
tenor sax sideman with jazz legend Jimmy Scott.
To complete this book, he was not only required
to put his Columbia School of Journalism skills

Reads

to work, he also had to be an amateur sleuth.
The remarkable and indomitable Ruth McBride

Jordan shared little, if any, of her past with her
children. It took fourteen years for his labor of

love, this wonderful book, to be written.

More than ten years after it was first
published, The Color of Watet, the 2007 Long
Island Reads, One Island-One Book selection,
has proven to be a classic work, still enjoyed by
many readers.  This April, durinijational
Library Week, patrons and librarians at our
public libraries in Nassau and Suffolk counties,
read, discussed, planned programs, enjoyed, and
celebrated The Color of Water”.

The 300 complimentary tickets to “An
Afternoon with James McBride” were available
at no charge to patrons in Nassau and Suffolk
libraries thanks to the support and generosity of
the Nassau Library System, the Public Libraries
of Suffolk County (SCLS) and their directors,
Jackie Thresher and Kevin Verbesey. The
graphic design and printing of posters,
bookmarks, flyers, and refreshments were
donated by Astoria Federal Savings. Many
thanks also to the Suffolk County Library
Association for refreshments and Starbuck’s for
coffee. Thanks to Farmingdale Public Library
and Director Debbie Podolski.

The Long Island Reads Committee was
a hard-working presence at the event where
copies of the book were available for purchase at
a discount, thanks to Borders, and for signing by
the author prior to his talk.

We were all delighted by the
overwhelming interest in and response to this
event. Based on written evaluations received and
comments from our patrons as they were
leaving, they were even more delighted!

The Long Island Reads Committee
welcomes new Nassau Co-Chair Maureen
Garvey of Merrick Public Library. Many thanks
to outgoing Co-Chair Elizabeth Olesh of the
Nassau Library System for her amazing
contributions. She will remain as System liaison.
Diane Eidelman is our own amazing SCLS
liaison.

Anyone who is a librarian or employed
by a public library on Long Island is welcome to
join this Committee. If you are interested in
attending the next meeting and/or joining the
committee, please contact me at



dcunning@suffolk.lib.ny.us or maureengarvey
@merricklibrary.org.

Go to www.longislandreads.org for
more information on LONG ISLAND READS,
ONE ISLAND-ONE BOOK.

On to 2008!

RASD ANNUAL DINNER

Join your colleagues for a fun night out at the
annual RASD Dinner. This year the speaker will
be biographical novelist and children’s author,
Margaret George. She will discuss the research
process she uses for her novels about famous
historical figures, such as Cleopatra, Henry VIII
and Mary Magdalene. Enjoy a delicious dinner
at the prestigious Three Village Inn at Stony
Brook. Cost of this wonderful evening is
$33.00. The date is Thursday, September 27
from 6:00-9:00pm. Door prizes will be
awarded.

For more information contact Juliana Podd at
Longwood Public Library.

GET THEM TO USE WHAT
THEY PAY FOR

Join the Electronic Resources Committee of
RASD of SCLA for a presentation of
“Marketing Electronic Resources: Get them to

use what they pay for". The guest speaker will
be Professor Kay Ann Cassell, Professor of LIS
at Rutgers University and co-author of
“Reference and Information Services in the 21st
Century” (Neal-Schuman, 2006). Professor
Cassell has been the director of the Huntington
Public Library, the Bethlehem (NY) Public
Library and the New School University (NY)
Library. She has also been the author of many
articles for library periodicals.

The topic of marketing electronic
products is on the mind of every reference
librarian, so be sure to come to this timely
presentation.

Participants are eligible for .1 CEUSs.

The program will be at thEluntington
Public Library on Tuesday, October 9, 2007,
with coffee at 9:30 a.m. and the presentation at
10:00 a.m. Please R.S.V.P. to Bruce Silverstein
(bsilver@suffolk.lib.ny.us).

On July 12, the LI History Committee went on a
tour of Meadow Croft in Sayville. This house
was owned by John Roosevelt, cousin of
Theodore Roosevelt. This is quite a nice gem,
tucked away on the border between Bayport and
Sayville. Half of us toured the house first and
the other half toured the grounds, we then
switched. We found the docents to be very
knowledgeable and a great time was had by all.
After the tour we went to the back of the
property where the Loughlin Vineyard is
located. This small vineyard is the westernmost
vineyard in Suffolk County and is run by the son
of the caretaker that the Roosevelts employed.
Lunch was held at Crickets in Sayville. The
next meeting of the committee will be held on
Thursday, October 4 at 10am at the Babylon
Public Library.

Join RASD for our Annual Breakfast and
Meeting on Wednesday, October"2t 9 AM at
SCLS. The Health Concerns Committee will be



distributing a free copy of our bibliography on
Depressionto all the libraries. Please come to
get yours. Also we will have 2 speakers who
will inform us of the symptoms and how
depression is diagnosed and treated. It promises
to be an excellent presentation.

We will have a catered breakfast at 9AM
followed by a short meeting, with the program to
begin at 10:00.

Please check  the RASD webpage
http://scla.net/rasd/mainpg.htm for  further
information.
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LEGISLATIVE
BREAKFASTS

It's time to meet, greet and thank our local
legislators for their support of library
funding legislation and for all of their efforts
on behalf of Long Island libraries.
Two Legislative Breakfasts are scheduled:
NASSAU COUNTY
Friday, September 7, 2007
8:30 a.m.
East Meadow Public Library
Attn. Carol Probeyahn, Director
E-mail: director@eastmeadow.info
Deadline: 8/31/07

The House in Amalfiby Elizabeth Adler
The sparkling sea, the warmth of a
Mediterranean afternoon--Elizabeth Adler is
skillful at portraying the landscape, villages and
homes of many European locales along with a
soupcon of romantic suspense.
Lamour Harrington is still mourning the loss
of her husband when she discovers that he was
not all that he seemed. She leaves Chicago for
Italy and attempts to recapture the joys of her
childhood spent on Amalfi. While in the house
at sea's edge she once shared with her father,
Lamour attempts to solve the mystery of his

death many years ago.
This is romantic suspense light.
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SUFFOLK COUNTY
Friday, September 28, 2007
8:30 a.m.
Suffolk Community College
Ammerman Campus Library
Attn: Rita Brasen
E-mail: brasenr@sunysuffolk.edu
Deadline: 9/21/07

CARE

The CARE Committee is currently hard at work
developing a comprehensive Retirement
Resources Directory. We hope to have it
completed by late fall. A copy will be sent to
every library in Suffolk County and it will be
placed on Smithtown's web page. We believe
this will be a valuable tool for both librarians
and retirees.
$

Savannah Bluely Mary Kay Andrews

Set in the loveliest of southern cities,
Savannah Blues about divorce, revenge, good
food and great antiques. After a bitter divorce
from the elegant, unfaithful Tal Evans, Eloise
“Weezie,” an antiques “picker,” is left with the
backyard carriage house of their historic town
house which Tal now shares with his new
fiancée, Caroline DeSantos.

Weezie and Caroline are soon feuding and
their escalating hostilities are great fodder for
gossip-hungry  Savannah. When Caroline
DeSantos’ dead body literally falls at Weezie’'s
feet in a dark plantation house the night before
an estate sale, guess who is arrested and charged
with her murder?



The tension increases as Weezie tries to find
Caroline’s killer. Weezie's slowly simmering
relationship with Daniel, the hottest chef in
town, provides even more suspense. You won't
have to go all the way to Savannah for the
surprising finale.
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Envyby Sandra Brown

After readingenvyit is apparent why Sandra
Brown is one of the world’s most popular and
best-selling authors. Maris Matherly-Reed,
editor of her family’s publishing house receives
a gripping manuscript, the author of which is
mysteriously identified only as P.M.E. with an
address equally vague: St. Anne Island,
Georgia. When Maris’'s seemingly fairy-tale
marriage begins to unravel she decides to seek
out the mysterious author. The manuscript
becomes a novel within the novel and leads the
reader on a suspense filled, sexually-charged
adventure. Despite the improbable plot--what
editor after receiving a small portion of a
manuscript would go flying off to meet an
anonymous author--it is still a riveting and fun

read.
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French Quarteby Stella Cameron

This book is a contemporary romantic
suspense novel set in New Orleans. It opens with
Celina Payne, a former Miss Louisiana
discovering the dead body of her friend and
business associate, Errol Petrie. She and Errol
run Dreams, a company that raises money to
fund dying children’s dreams. Before she could
call the authorities, Errol's silent partner Jack
Charbonnet arrives and immediately suspects
that she is involved in his friend Errol’'s death. It
appears that Errol had a night of sexual excess
has suffered a heart attack. Not wanting to
embarrass their friend, Celina and Jack clean up
the bathroom where he died. Unfortunately,
when the police arrive they begin to suspect that
he was murdered and realize that they have
destroyed evidence. Celina and Jack find it
necessary to join forces in order to keep Dreams
alive and find Errol's murderer. Celina is
plagued by family problems and stalked by a

local politician. The bitter and volatile
Charbonnet is convinced that Celina is hiding
something about his old friend’'s murder and is
pushing to discover the truth, even if it surfaces
his mob ties. As Celina and Jack uncover the
truth about Errol Petrie’'s death, they find
treachery and danger at every turn and draw
closer to each other for survival.
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Fire Island Summeby Julie Ellis

Psychiatric social worker Anne Evans,
grieving over the recent deaths of her parents,
decides to spend the summer at her father’s Fire
Island beach house. She meets handsome Mark
Cameron, and the two quickly become deeply
involved. Mark is keeping secret the fact that
he’s recently been released from prison, after
serving a six year term for a rape he did not
commit. His bitterness is such that he has
devised a shady scheme to earn a large amount
of money, a plan that coincidentally involves
Julie.

Though the story is predictable, the local
setting has appeal. Ellis was a prolific writer.
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Heartbreakerby Julie Garwood

While waiting for test results from Kansas
University Medical Center to see if he needs
more chemotherapy, Father “Tommy” Madden
offers to sit in the hot and stifling confessional
for his aging host, Monsignor McKindry.
Before long, a faceless man enters the other
side. The transgressor admits to a previous
killing, and now seeks absolution for the sin he
is about to commit. Father Tommy’s confusion
turns to fear as the man reveals he is planning to
kill the priest’s sister, Laurant.

Returning to Holy Oaks, lowa, Father Tommy
immediately enlists the aid of his longtime
friend and FBI agent Nick Buchanan. Nick and
Laurant agree to pose as an engaged couple,
hoping to elicit the killer's jealousy and draw
him out. What they don’t expect is for their
mutual attraction to get in the way. While they
try to stay focused on finding the Kkiller, Nick
and Laurant also find it increasingly difficult to
resist each other.



Heartbreaker is more romance than
suspense, and the ending is not a surprise.
However, the love story smolders and the
writing is fast-paced and satisfying for loyal fans
of Garwood’s romances.

Still Watersby Tami Hoag

Set in a rural town in Minnesot&till Waters
begins when journalist Elizabeth Stewart
discovers the body of a local businessman.
When she becomes a suspect in his murder, she
begins her journey to uncover the identity of a
killer and to clear her own name. As passions
flare up between Elizabeth and the local sheriff,
a killer stalks closer to her doorstep. Hoag
weaves a steamy, suspenseful read that will keep
you guessing to the end.

Open Seasoby Linda Howard

Daisy Minor is a small town librarian in
Alabama who decides that her entire life is
boring. She still lives with her mother and her
aunt and is the image of the mousy librarian.
Daisy decides that a makeover is in order and
with the help of a local antigue dealer and
decorator she revamps her wardrobe and goes
blonde. She also starts going to local clubs in a
neighboring county for dancing. At one of these
clubs she attracts the attention of her town’s
police chief (Jack Russo) but also manages to
witness a killing. The killers then target Daisy
and try to take her out of the picture. The rest of
the story is how Jack (with Daisy’s help) brings
the killers to some justice.

The book is fast paced and parts of it are very
funny. It is somewhat predictable in the romance
part, but interesting in the suspense part as the
story involves smuggling illegal immigrants.
The immigrants are presented as both victims
and aggressors- a more balanced picture than
expected.
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Absolute Fear by Lisa Jackson
Eve Renner doesn't remember much of the

murderous night when she found her friend in

in a pool of blood and was shot in the head

herself. She suspects her former lover, Cole
Dennis of the crime, but he escapes the charges
due to Eve's amnesia. Three months later,
returning home to New Orleans after
recuperating at her sister-in-law's in Atlanta,
Eve's father is murdered. Then, one by one,
more people are murdered in the same ritualistic
manner. The only connection to all involved is
Our Lady of Virtues Hospital, the dilapidated,
vacant asylum where her psychiatrist father
worked while Eve was growing up. And the
only one who can help Eve, is Cole Dennis.
But, can he be trusted?

Absolute Fear brings back characters
(Detectives Montoya & Bentz, Abby Chastain,
Faith Chastain) from the previous novels,
Shiver Cold-BloodedandHot-Blooded.

All Night Longby Jayne Ann Krentz

Freelance reporter Irene Stenson returns to her
hometown at the request of Pamela Webb, a
high school friend. They haven't seen each other
since the night Irene came home from a night
out with Pamela to discover her parents had
been murdered in their home. Upon her arrival at
Pamela's house, Irene finds her dead of an
apparent overdose. Luke Danner, the owner of
the lodge where Irene is staying, teams up with
her to help uncover the mystery of the death and
subsequent torching of Pamela's home. Luke and
Irene become romantically involved as they
come closer to discovering some unsettling
truths about Pamela's father, a powerful U.S.
Senator who is considering a run for president.
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The Wrong Hostagby Elizabeth Lowell

Judge Grace Silva believed in laws and
the criminal justice system until her world was
changed by the kidnapping of her son Lane. Her
world of absolutes, black and white, right and
wrong suddenly became a world of grays and
shadows. In order to save her child, she turned to
an old boyfriend, Joe Faroe, who worked as a
kidnap specialist for St Kilda Consulting. This
agency succeeds by working in the shadow
world where government agencies can’t go.
Mexico, politics, illegal immigration, drug
trafficking and money laundering all play



important roles in this suspenseful story.
Romance plays a secondary role to the action.
All fans of political thrillers and the alpha male
will enjoy this novel.
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The Nosy Neighbdry Fern Michaels

Lucy Baker is a successful, but
disillusioned lawyer. She takes a hiatus from her
practice and moves to the suburbs in an attempt
to put her priorities in order. She takes solace in
the fact that she is engaged to marry a successful
business man, and fills her days with tennis,
jogging, gardening, and looking after her Golden
Retriever. Her tranquil existence is shattered one
afternoon when she is approached by two FBI
agents with disturbing questions about the man
she is about to marry. Lucy is caught completely
unawares. She wonders if they have mistaken
her fiancé for someone else. But the more she
thinks about it, the more she realizes how little
she actually knows about her betrothed. As her
doubts about her boyfriend grow, so does her
intrigue about her neighbor, Wylie Wilson. She
meets him in an unconventional manner when
her dog befriends his dog. As the dogs enjoy
each other's company, Lucy and Wylie begin to
enjoy each other's as well. Lucy begins to
guestion her wedding plans, and wonders who
she can trust. As Lucy’s fiancé’s return from a
business trip approaches, and as the FBI warns
her that her life may be in danger, Lucy comes
to rely more and more on her neighbor as she
navigates toward a showdown with her lover.

The Nosy Neighborwill appeal to
romance and suspense readers alike, as these
gualities are woven together throughout this
light and pleasant read. A page turrigne Nosy
Neighbor could easily be devoured on a single
rainy afternoon.

If you enjoy Fern Michaels’ writing
style, you may enjoy other works by her that fall
into the romantic suspense catego@beut
Face, Charming Lily, Crown Jewednd Future
Scrolls
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Devil May-Careby Elizabeth Peters
Published in 1977Devil May-Careis
set in Virginia horse country. It's part ghost

story, part romantic set-up, with a whole lot of
trickery--and a mysterious old book bought in a
second-hand bookstore that's in the center of it
all.

The story begins with the protagonist
Ellen bringing her fiancé home to meet her
beloved Aunt Kate. The reader can tell clearly
from the start that Ellen is not perfectly matched
with Henry, the uptight status-hungry fiancé.

Enter eccentric Aunt Kate, who has
asked her niece to watch her big old historic
house and many pets during her vacation. Aunt
Kate, of course, has ulterior motives for Ellie’s
love life. Once left to guard the mansion Kate
experiences a series of ghostly encounters with
what she believes to be the ancestors of the six
old-money families of the area.

The book maintains a steady pace and
has some laugh-out-loud scenes which the
reader can clearly visualize. Overall it's an
enjoyable, but predictable, read.

Silent in the Gravéy Deanna Raybourn

In 1886, Lady Julia Grey's husband, Edward,
dies suddenly of the heart disease that has
plagued his family including a similarly afflicted
reclusive cousin, Simon, who resides with the
couple in their large London townhouse. Just as
Julia begins to cope with the contradictions of
monied widowhood during her vyear of
mourning, she is visited by taciturn private
detective, Nicholas Brisbane, who reveals that
Edward had hired him to find the source of some
threatening  letters. Analysis  confirms
Brisbane’s suspicions of murder — and he and
Julia begin their testily collaborative search for
the culprit. Disturbing truths about a husband
she never truly knew and a world of deception,
disease and sexual obsession are uncovered.
Deft historical detailing, sparkling narration and
the budding romance between Julia and the often
surprising Brisbane balance otherwise dark
themes. At the novel’'s conclusion, the stage is
set for more adventures of this savvy heroine
and her dark mysterious hero.
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The Reeby Nora Roberts



“Angelique’s Curse” is a richly jeweled
amulet that went down with a Spanish ship.
Legend has it that the woman who wore it was
wrongly accused of murder and burned at the
stake. Although it was found a few times
throughout history, the owners always suffered
some sort of tragedy.

The Lassiters are treasure hunters of ancient
sea-wrecks. Matthew has a vendetta against
Van Dyke, whom he believed killed his father.
The Lassiters meet the Beaumonts — Ray, Marla
and their daughter Tate who pursue their
avocation of scuba diving and treasure hunting.
The Lassiters have the professional skills, the
Beaumonts have the resources, and they end up
as partners. They find treasure, Matthew and
Tate Beaumont fall in love, and of course bad
luck strikes. A shark maims Buck, a father
figure to Matthew, and Van Dyke ‘steals’ the
treasures of the sea from the Beaumonts.
Matthew and Tate fall out of love and everyone
goes their separate ways. Eight years later they
reunite in order to find “Angelique’s Curse,”
with Matthew and Tate falling in and out of love
with each other. Van Dyke is always present in
his attempt to recover the amulet. (He is very,
very rich).

This book is a well-written combination of
romance, greed, murder, revenge, enduring
friendship and personal courage in the face of
tragedy. Itis also a good depiction of the quest
for the sea’s treasures and of what it must be like
to explore the ocean depths.

Cold Truthby Mariah Stewart

In the cozy little town of Bower’s Inlet, New
Jersey, Detective Cass McBride enjoys her
relatively crime-free job. However, when the
bodies of several women all fitting the same
profile start turning up posed in the same
position, Cass knows her job has just become a
lot more difficult. As Cass tracks the Kkiller,
trying to catch him before he strikes again,
shocking discoveries about her past and her
connection to the killer come to light making
this thriller an engrossing read. The book moves
quickly from chapter to chapter alternating
between the killer's and Cass’ point of view
making it not only easy to follow, but easy to
read as well. Although categorized as romantic

suspense, there wasn't much romance that |
could see.Cold Truthis not for someone who is
used to reading or is looking for a romantic
suspense novel because they would definitely be
disappointed. It is recommended for those who
enjoy reading thrillers and suspense novels
especially since it's the first one in a series that
definitely has potential.
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We may soundproof the room when we meet at
the Northport Library on September 27. If you
eavesdrop, you'll probably hear strange noises
as 14 or 15 librarians discuss People and their
Pets.

Every meeting is a celebration of reading, a
pleasure that we share with others. We are
unabashed in our discussions. We try to remain
objective but that's hard to do. After all, we're

librarians and we're passionate about our
commitment to the written, spoken, digitized,

word!

After serving on the committee since its
inception more than eight years ago, I'm still
surprised by the scope of the members’ reading
tastes and expertise. This is not a committee to
belong to — it's an experience. Please join us.
goconnor@suffolk.lib.ny.us
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This newsletter is also available in large
type. Please notify the newsletter editor
at rdressle@uffolk.lib.ny.us for a copy

Rona Dressler

Newsletter Editor-RASD
Patchogue-Medford Library
54-60 E. Main Street
Patchogue, NY 11772



